Saint John XXIII Parish 05t o

(603) 882-2462 | www.stjohnxxiiinh.org

December 22, 2024
4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Very Rev. Robert Glasgow, V.F.
Pastor | (603) 880-4689, rglasgow@rcbm.org

Rev. Ethelbert Orabuche
Priest Associate

Rev. Leandro Cardoso
Brazilian Ministry

Linda Morello
Parish Secretary | (603) 882-2462

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday, 4:00 PM .....cccoovvvvvcrierennn. St John Evangelist
Saturday, 6:00 PM .....c.covveveieiieiieeeiee e, Infant Jesus
Saturday, 7:30 PM .....ccceveuveenneee. (Brazilian) Infant Jesus
Sunday, 8:30 AM ....ceeveveirieeeieene St John Evangelist
Sunday, 10:30 AM ..ccvvevvieeeiieeiee e Infant Jesus
Daily Mass (Tue/Thu), 8:30 AM..........cc.e.e... Infant Jesus
Daily Mass (Wed/Fri), 8:30 AM ........ St John Evangelist
CONFESSION
Saturday, 3:30 PM ..ccccerniiiiiiee. St John Evangelist

And after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before the
baptism of their child. The class is offered on request.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior to the
wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,
ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those who
seek to become Catholic. For information, please call
the office

SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST
25 Library St, Hudson

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

The following excerpt is from a homily on the Nativity of
the Lord by St Augustine (d. 430).

HEAR, O sons of light, who have been received by
adoption into the kingdom of God; hear, my very dear
brethren; hear and

be glad in the Lord,
ye just ones, so that
praise may become
the upright. Hear
what you already
know; reflect upon
what you have
heard; love what
you believe;
proclaim what you
love. Since we are
celebrating a great
anniversary on this
day, you may
expect a sermon in
keeping with the
feast. Christ as God
was born of His
Father, as Man of
His Mother; of the
immortality of His
Father, of the
virginity of His
Mother; of His
Father without a
mother, of His
Mother without a
father; of His

THE NATIVITY
by Simone dei Crocifissi (d. 1399)

Good news and great joy to all the world:
today is born the savior, Christ the Lord!

Father without
limits of time, of
His Mother without seed; of His Father as the source of
life, of His Mother as the end of death; of His Father
ordering all days, of His Mother consecrating this
particular day.

God sent John to earth as His human Precursor so that
he was born when the days were becoming shorter while
the Lord Himself was born when the days were growing
longer, that in this minute detail the subsequent words of
this same John might be prefigured: "He must increase, but
I must decrease." For human life ought to grow weaker in
itself and stronger in Christ, that "they who are alive may
live no longer for themselves, but for him who died for all



and rose again," and that each one of us may say in the
words of the Apostle: "It is now no longer I that live, but
Christ lives in me." For "he must increase, but I must
decrease."

All His angels worthily praise Him, for He is their
everlasting food, nourishing them with an incorruptible
feast. He is the Word of God, by whose life they live, by
whose eternity they live forever, by whose goodness they
live happily forever. They praise Him worthily, as God
with God, and they render glory to God on high. May we,
"his people and the sheep of his hand," reconciled to Him
by our good will, merit peace in consideration of the
limited measure of our weakness. For these words to which
the angels themselves gave utterance in jubilation at the
birth of our Savior are their daily tribute: "Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace among men of good will."
Therefore, they praise Him duly: let us praise Him in
obedience. They are His messengers; we, His sheep. He
filled their table in heaven; He filled our manger on earth.
He is the fullness of their table because "in the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God; and the Word
was God." He is the fullness of our manger because "the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." so that man
might eat the Bread of angels the Creator of the angels
became man. The angels praise Him by living; we, by
believing; they by enjoying, we by seeking; they by
obtaining, we by striving to obtain; they by entering, we by
knocking.

What human being could know all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge hidden in Christ and concealed
under the poverty of His humanity? For, "being rich, he
became poor for our sake that by his poverty we might
become rich." When He assumed our mortality and
overcame death, He manifested Himself in poverty, but He
promised riches though they might be deferred; He did not
lose them as if they were taken from Him. How great is the
multitude of His sweetness which He hides from those who
fear Him but which He reveals to those that hope in Him!
For we understand only in part until that which is perfect
comes to us. To make us worthy of this perfect gift, He,
equal to the Father in the form of God, became like to us in
the form of a servant, and refashions us into the likeness of
God. The only Son of God, having become the Son of
Man, makes many sons of men the sons of God; and on
these men, reared as servants, with the visible form of
servants, He bestows the freedom of beholding the form of
God. For "we are the children of God, and it has not yet
appeared what we shall be. We know that, when he
appears, we shall be like to him, for we shall see him just as
he is." What, then, are those treasures of wisdom and
knowledge? What are those divine riches unless they be
that which satisfies our longing? And what is that multitude
of sweetness unless it be what fills us? "Show us the Father
and it is enough for us." Furthermore, in one of the psalms,
one of our race, either in our name or for our sake, said to
Him: "I shall be satisfied when thy glory shall appear." But
He and the Father are one, and the person who sees Him
sees the Father also; therefore, "the Lord of hosts, he is the
King of Glory." Turning to us, He will show us His face
and "we shall be saved"; we shall be satisfied, and He will

be sufficient for us.

Therefore, let our heart speak thus to Him; "I have
sought thy countenance; thy face, O Lord, will I still seek.
Turn not away thy face from me." And let Him reply to the
plea of our hearts: "He who loves me keeps my
commandments; and he who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him."
Indeed, those to whom He addressed these words did see
Him with their eyes; they heard the sound of His voice
with their ears; they regarded Him as a man in their human
heart. But, what eye has not seen, what ear has not heard,
and what has not entered into the heart of man He
promised to show to those who love Him. Until this favor
is granted to us, until He shows us what will completely
satisfy us, until we drink to satiety of that fountain of life,
while we wander about, apart from Him but strong in faith,
while we hunger and thirst for justice, longing with an
unspeakable desire for the beautiful vision of God, let us
celebrate with fervent devotion His birthday in the form of
a servant. Since we cannot, as yet, understand that He was
begotten by the Father before the day-star, let us celebrate
His birth of the Virgin in the nocturnal hours. Since we do
not comprehend how His name existed before the light of
the sun, let us recognize His tabernacle placed in the sun.
Since we do not, as yet, gaze upon the Son inseparably
united with His Father, let us remember Him as the
"bridegroom coming out of his bride-chamber." Since we
are not yet ready for the banquet of our Father, let us grow
familiar with the manger of our Lord Jesus Christ.

_l_

The formal announcement of the NATIVITY OF
THE LORD from the Roman Martyrology:

TODAY, the twenty-fifth day of December,
unknown ages from the time when God created the
heavens and the earth and then formed man and
woman in his own image.

Several thousand years after the flood, when God
made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the
covenant.

Twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham
and Sarah; thirteen centuries after Moses led the
people of Israel out of Egypt.

Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and
the Judges; one thousand years from the anointing
of David as king; in the sixty-fifth week according
to the prophecy of Daniel.

In the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;
the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the
foundation of the city of Rome.

The forty-second year of the reign of Octavian
Augustus; the whole world being at peace, JESUS
CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal



Father, desiring to sanctify the world by his most
merciful coming, being conceived by the Holy
Spirit, and nine months having passed since his
conception, was born in Bethlehem of Judea of the
Virgin Mary.

Today is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to the flesh.

MASS INTENTIONS

Dec 21, Sat 4:00 PM (SJE) - Sandra Lee Farrell (req. by Don
Smith)
6:00 PM (1)) - Parishioners of St John XXIII

Dec 22, Sun 8:30 AM (SJE) - Albert & Matilda Herrera
10:30 AM (1)) - Domenic Cardinale (req. by family)

Dec 25, Wed ~ 8:30 AM (SJE) - Dougie Duchesne (req. by Lori &
Doug Fowler)

Dec 29, Sun 8:30 AM (SJE) - Parishioners of St John XXIII
10:30 AM (1)) - Theresa Duchesne (req. by Lori
and Doug Fowler

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of offering Mass(es) for
particular intentions is ancient: "The Christian faithful who give an
offering to apply the Mass for their intention contribute to the good of
the Church and by that offering share its concern to support its ministers
and works" (945 §2).

OFFERING

Not available at press time.
Posted in next week's bulletin.

As always, THANK YOU for your generosity!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER LINE

The parish would like to establish a PRAYER LINE.
Should you know of anyone in need of prayer,
please submit their name (First Name only) by way
of email or by calling the office, and we will list
them in the bulletin asking the entire parish to lift
them up in prayer.

NOTES

I. 2025 Catholic Extension Society Calendars are
available in the back of the church(es). Catholic
Extension Society is a fundraising organization that
helps ensure that all American Catholics can

practice their faith within vibrant faith communities.
Together with their donors, they connect poor and
remote Catholic communities with essential financial
support, educational partnerships, and
infrastructure. For more information:
catholicextension.org.

THANKS to everyone who've supported the Giving
Tree initiative and have made a donation to the
Corpus Christi Food Pantry or Hudson Food
Pantry!

THANKS, too, to everyone who helped decorate the
churches for Christmas!

Holy Day of Obligation
NATIVITY OF THE LORD

Christmas Eve Masses
(24 Dec, Tue)
4:00 (SJE) and 6:00 PM (1)

Christmas Day Mass
(25 Dec, Wed)
8:00 (SJE) and 10:00 AM (1))

(C

Holy Day of Obligation
MARY MOTHER OF GOD

Vigil Mass
(31 Dec, Tue)
5:30 PM (SJE)

Holy Day Mass
(I Jan 2025, Wed)
10:00 AM (IJ)

ADVENT FAMILY PRAYER

HEAVENLY FATHER, your son, Jesus, is
your greatest gift to us, a great sign of
your love. Guide us as we strive to walk
in that love together as a family this
Advent. As we prepare our hearts for
Christmas, bring us closer to each other
and to your son. Give us the grace and
strength we need every day. Help us to
always trust in you. Come, Lord Jesus,
lead all people closer to you. Come and
dispel the darkness of our world with the
light of your love. Amen.



ROGER PELLERIN

’ o President ]
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: United Together In The Fight Against Bullying... * MONUMENT, Inc.

“Memorials of Distinction for People Who Care”
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“What's my name?” before entering their vehicle to make sure it is the car
they are supposed to enter.

. #WHATSMYNAME

SPOHSORS In Remembrance of Samantha Josephson
—1—— 11— | T

: : Eiieee Bl - TEA sHoP -
@ R ~ BUILD YOUR COMMUNITY SSUESE ¥ _
R LN 1] ) | o - - Shop focal - -

v

I'.'I.'I.'Iﬁ

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE THIS BULLETIN POSSIBLEI

NU==lIN —— | S——=

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY

RAmericaﬂ IN THE COMMUNITY
/) RedCross

- Place Your Ad Here
to Support Our Parish!

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

CONTACT ME
Judy McNee

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer jmcnee@jppc.net
(203) 856-9085

OUR SPONSORS&OUR COMMUNITY
Sponsors can offer ANYONE in the community,
promotions, dlscounts not only Parishioners, can
and/or up-to-date contact 3'-" A B E R access realtime offers
information to the from their favorite sponsors
o ENTIRE community to save, share & support it
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